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UNOPS and Partners to help deliver EU’s 
€60 million COVID-19 response project 
in Africa’s IGAD region. 
Six implementing partners will work together to support eight African 
nations mitigate the impacts of COVID-19.  

 
● The European Union’s (EU) €60 million COVID-19 response project in the 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) region was launched in Addis 
Ababa Bole International Airport, Ethiopia on Monday, 31 August 2020.  
 

● The EU-IGAD COVID-19 Response programme will help all eight IGAD member states – 
Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, and Uganda –  tackle the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 



 

● Through a ‘one team, one programme’ approach the six implementing partners 
include: IGAD, German development agency GIZ, International Organization for 
Migration (IOM), TradeMark East Africa (TMEA), UNICEF and UNOPS.   
 

● Work has already begun with UNOPS as the Programme Manager hosted a two-day 
(Wednesday, 2 September - Thursday, 3 September 2020) inception workshop to create 
a common understanding and commitment to the programme between the 
implementing partners. 
 

UNOPS has joined a team of implementing partners to help deliver the EU-IGAD COVID-19 
Response, launched earlier this week (Monday 31 August 2020) in Ethiopia. The €60 million 
programme, financed by the EU, will help eight countries in eastern and southern Africa mitigate 
the impact of the coronavirus pandemic, including: Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan, and Uganda.  
 
The programme was initiated in response to a request made by IGAD, and is part of the EU’s 
Team Europe Global Response Package to support partner countries combat the challenges of 
the pandemic and its consequences. 
 
The programme will help to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 in the IGAD region by increasing 
access to health and socio-economic support for vulnerable groups; ensuring borders and 
critical supply chains are safe for trade; and promoting digital solutions that support the COVID-
19 health response. 
 
The six implementing partners - IGAD, GIZ, IOM, TMEA, UNICEF and UNOPS - will work closely 
together through a coordinated, and comprehensive plan of actions across the 8 countries in 
the Horn of Africa.  
 
At a two-day inception workshop, hosted by UNOPS this week, all implementing partners 
committed to prioritise the needs of the most vulnerable groups – including migrants, refugees, 
internally displaced persons and cross-border communities. This includes twenty cross-border 
communities, six refugee camps and five migrant refugee centres in the region. 
 
IGAD has established the Emergency Coordination Unit in Djibouti and is in the process of 
establishing the Rapid Regional Response Teams in each country to ensure smooth coordination 
among state actors and development partners. The programme will help bring health services to 
more than 400,000 people, and provide critical water, sanitation and hygiene supplies to over 



 

500,000 people. Nearly 90,000 people will also be provided with education in the prevention of 
and response to gender-based violence, through initiatives led by UNICEF and IOM.  
 
UNOPS is procuring essential PPE, COVID-19 test kits and ambulances – having already 
delivered 60 per cent of PPE supplies to date, amounting to almost 4.5 million items of 
protective equipment. More supplies also include 70,000 test kits and 24 ambulances. UNOPS 
will also construct two new quarantine facilities.  
 
TMEA is working with vulnerable traders, including women, to help them safely return to border 
trading by creating safe trade zones. TMEA will enhance digital systems for processing, 
clearances of imports and exports, application, issuance, and renewals of licences and permits, 
payment of fees, and vehicle and loads, and xtend the Regional Electronic Cargo Tracking 
System (RECTS) to track movement of trucks not currently covered, such as petroleum and 
closed-body trucks. 
 
GIZ is promoting digital solutions for the response efforts in partnership with IGAD. 
 
In her closing remarks during the workshop, Mrs Worknesh Mekonnen, UNOPS Director, 
Ethiopia Multi-Country Office said: 
 
“We are delighted to forge this partnership between the EU, IGAD, the UN family, GIZ and TMEA 
. COVID-19 poses serious challenges and risks the capacity of health systems all over the world. 
Medical personnel are working under extreme pressure. Supplies and equipment are in urgent 
demand.  
 
“On top of that, temporary health infrastructure is needed to cope with the influx of patients 
requiring specialized treatment in most cases. The most marginalized and vulnerable 
communities are challenged at multiple levels: health, economy and social.  
 
“UNOPS is committed to contributing to strengthening the health system in the IGAD region 
through proactive participatory planning and efficient and effective programme management. 
We echo the words – one-team, one-programme.” 
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About UNOPS 
 
UNOPS mission is to help people build better lives and countries achieve peace and sustainable 
development. We help the United Nations, governments and other partners to manage projects, 
and deliver sustainable infrastructure and procurement in an efficient way. Read more: 
www.unops.org 
 
About IOM  

IOM is the leading inter-governmental organization in the field of migration and works closely 
with governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental partners. IOM works to help 
ensure the orderly and humane management of migration, to promote international 
cooperation on migration issues, to assist in the search for practical solutions to migration 
problems and to provide humanitarian assistance to migrants in need, including refugees and 
internally displaced people. Read More: https://www.iom.int/ 

About UNICEF 

UNICEF works in the world’s toughest places to reach the most disadvantaged children and 
adolescents – and to protect the rights of every child, everywhere. Across more than 190 
countries and territories, we do whatever it takes to help children survive, thrive and fulfill their 
potential, from early childhood through adolescence. The world’s largest provider of vaccines, 
we support child health and nutrition, safe water and sanitation, quality education and skill 
building, HIV prevention and treatment for mothers and babies, and the protection of children 
and adolescents from violence and exploitation. Before, during and after humanitarian 
emergencies, UNICEF is on the ground, bringing lifesaving help and hope to children and 
families. Non-political and impartial, we are never neutral when it comes to defending children’s 
rights and safeguarding their lives and futures. And we never give up. Read more: 
https://www.unicef.org/ 

About TradeMark East Africa 
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TradeMark (Trade and Markets) East Africa is an aid-for-trade organisation that was established 
in 2010, with the aim of growing prosperity in East Africa through increased trade. TMEA 
operates on a not-for-profit basis and is funded by the development agencies of the following 
countries: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, United Kingdom, 
United States of America as well as the European Union. TMEA has its headquarters in Nairobi, 
Kenya, with successful operations and offices in EAC-Arusha, Burundi (Bujumbura), Tanzania (Dar 
es Salaam), Democratic Republic of Congo (Bukavu), Ethiopia (Addis-Ababa), Malawi, Zambia, 
South Sudan, Uganda (Kampala) and Rwanda (Kigali). Read more: www.trademarkea.com    

 

http://www.trademarkea.com/

