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PRESS RELEASE

For release on 26™ July at 2.00 p.m. UK Time

TradeMark East Africa and UK’s Institute of Export ink agreement to
boost UK — Kenya Trade

London, 26" July: TradeMark East Africa (TMEA), and the Institute of Export and International Trade
(IOE&IT) have today at the Kenyan High Commission in London, signed a Memorandum of
Understanding, which provides a framework for collaborating to implement a digital trade corridor
between the UK and Kenya.

The initiative, the ‘UK-Kenya Trade Logistics Information Pipeline’ (TLIP), aims to eliminate paperwork
and introduce much better visibility up and down supply chains that flow between Kenya and the UK.
It will cut costs for Kenyan firms producing goods like green vegetables and cut flowers for export to
the UK, reducing prices for UK consumers, importers and retailers. UK exporter will also be able to
benefit from better access to one of Africa’s fastest growing markets.

TLIP is the first digital trade corridor to be established between the UK and a developing country since
the UK’s exit from the European Union. Indeed, TLIP is strongly aligned with the Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) signed this year between the UK and Kenya.

IOE&IT Director General Marco Forgione said: “We’re proud to be partnering in the TLIP project. We
believe it can deliver substantial benefits, not only to traders in the relevant supply chains, but also to
the UK in terms securing its position as a global leader in digital trade. Provisions to improve digital
delivery are an increasingly important part of trade agreements — and it is initiatives like this that will
make them succeed.”

CEO of TMEA Frank Matsaert said: “TMEA is excited to be expanding our homegrown digital solution
and expanding TLIP to the UK which will create a transparent, efficient and cost-effective way of
managing trade information to support and boost trade efficiency between the two countries. TLIP is
also expected to support trade within the AfCFTA growing trade within the continent and support
global trade.”

At its core, TLIP has three Engines:

e A ‘Digital Engine’, based on distributed ledger technology (DLT), will support trade
transactions, manage cross border data flows, and ensure traceability and the tracking of
goods.

e An ‘Information Engine’ will provide a consolidated one-stop-shop for market and regulatory
information needed by suppliers and buyers, and other intermediaries.

e A ‘Policy of Governance Engine’ will support the development of supplementary frameworks
such as innovating trade instruments, procedures and processes as well as developing digital
standards within the supply chains.
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Trade between the UK and Kenya has been growing, in both directions, for over two decades. We
believe that TLIP has the potential to further accelerate this growth through:

e Areduction in the administrative procedures and time to import and export by at least 30%
e Areduction in order turnaround times of up to 40%
e Areduction in compliance costs of 20%

e Reduced duplication, leading to a reduction of steps in in the trading process of as much as
50%
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

1. Press contact details:

Nelson Karanja Paul O’Donnel

Communication Director Public Affairs Director

TradeMark East Africa The Institute of Export & International Trade
Email: nelson.karanja@trademarkea.com Email: paul.odonnell@export.org.uk

2. About TradeMark East Africa (TMEA)

TradeMark (Trade and Markets) East Africa is an aid-for-trade organisation that was established in
2010, with the aim of growing prosperity in Eastern and Southern Africa through increased trade.
TMEA operates on a not-for-profit basis and is funded by the development agencies of the following
countries: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, European Union, Finland, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, United
Kingdom and United States of America. TMEA works closely with Regional Intergovernmental
Organisations, like the East Africa Community, national governments, the private sector, and civil
society organisations.

TMEA has its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, with successful operations and offices in EAC (Arusha),
Ethiopia (Addis-Ababa), Burundi (Bujumbura), Democratic Republic of Congo (Bukavu), Tanzania (Dar
es Salaam), Djibouti, The Horn (Hargeisa) South Sudan (Juba), Uganda (Kampala), Rwanda (Kigali),
Malawi (Lilongwe) and Zambia (Lusaka).

To find out more, please visit our website www.trademarkea.com

3. About Insttitute of Export and Internatioal Trade (IOE&IT)

The IOE&IT is a UK registered charity offering training, information and consultancy services to its
4,800 members and beyond. The IOE&IT provides services to the UK Government, including as part of
the Consortium that is delivering the Trade Support Service (trade between Great Britain and Northern
Ireland) and the UK Customs Academy, which is the world’s first online customs training organisation,
as well as delivering educational programmes in Africa.

To find out more, please visit our website www.export.org.uk
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