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Press Release: 02 July 2021 
 

Dutch Ambassador to DRC H.E. Jolke Oppewal Visits the Port of Kalundu in Uvira 
 
Dutch Ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) H.E. Jolke Oppewal toured the 
port of Kalundu on Friday July 30th, 2021.The visit was to assess progress of a Port 
rehabilitation project funded by the government of Netherlands through TradeMark East 
Africa. 
 
The envoy expressed optimism for peace and stability in Kalundu and environs, noting that 
this was key for social economic development of the region, observing that instability was 
slowing down key projects. The ambassador also called on all actors to work together to foster 
peace in the region. 
 
The Manager in Charge of the Port, Shabani Kyalumba thanked the Dutch Government and 
TradeMark East Africa for their commitment towards rehabilitation of the second port in DRC. 
He explained that Phase 1 of the current project involved dredging the port which had last 
been dredged in 1998. 
 
Phase 2 which is expected to now commence will entail construction of an administrative 
block to house all government agencies working at the port, install modern surveillance and 
lighting services and as well as fence the Port. 
 
Speaking during the visit, the Mayor of Uvira Kiza Muhato hailed the project as one that would 
improve the trading capabilities of the region. The mayor also called on the Dutch government 
to support improve port accessibility, especially upgrading of the road linking the Port of 
Kalundu and Bukavu town and consider provision of handling equipment at the port to 
enhance quick evacuation of cargo. 
 
ENDS… 
 
Notes to Editor 
 
For more information, please speak to Anabelle Irakoze, Program Officer at TradeMark East 
Africa, DRC Country Office on email address: anabelle.irakoze@trademarkea.com or Mobile 
Number: +243 823 089 765 
 
About TradeMark East Africa (TMEA) 

TradeMark (Trade and Markets) East Africa is an aid-for-trade organisation that was established in 

2010, with the aim of growing prosperity in East Africa through increased trade. TMEA operates on a 

not-for-profit basis and is funded by the development agencies of the following countries: Belgium, 

Canada, Denmark, European Union, Finland, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, United Kingdom and  

mailto:anabelle.irakoze@trademarkea.com


        

P a g e  2 | 2 

 

 

United States of America. TMEA works closely with Regional Intergovernmental Organisations, like the 

East Africa Community, national governments, the private sector, and civil society organisations. 

The first phase of TMEA (2010-2018) delivered exceptional results which contributed to substantial 

gains in East Africa’s trade and regional integration in terms of reduced cargo transit times, improved 

border efficiency, and reduced barriers to trade.   

We are now in the second phase (2018 - 2023) where we will focus on:  

1. Reducing barriers to trade; and  

2. Improving business competitiveness.  

We believe this will deliver large-scale impact in job creation, poverty reduction and enhanced 

economic welfare. 

TMEA has its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, with successful operations and offices in EAC (Arusha), 

Ethiopia (Addis-Ababa), Burundi (Bujumbura), Democratic Republic of Congo (Bukavu), Tanzania (Dar 

es Salaam), Djibouti, The Horn (Hargeisa) South Sudan (Juba), Uganda (Kampala), Rwanda (Kigali), 

Malawi (Lilongwe) and Zambia (Lusaka).  

To find out more, please visit our website www.trademarkea.com     
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