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Press Release  

Djibouti City, Djibouti 

25 November 2021 

Under the EU-IGAD COVID-19 Response programme, TradeMark East Africa Hands Over 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Worth US$ 106K to Government of Djibouti in a Major 
Boost in the Fight Against Covid-19 

As part of the EU-IGAD Covid-19 response, regional trade facilitation agency TradeMark East Africa (TMEA) 
has this morning handed over Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) worth US$ 106K to the Government 
of Djibouti to sustain momentum in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic and protect the health and 
well-being of people in Djibouti. The handover was done at the Djibouti port, which is a key trade facility 
handling 8 million tonnes of cargo annually. The PPEs have also been delivered to border officials at the 
Guellileh border and will also be delivered to the Galafi border, key transit trade points with Ethiopia. 

Today’s PPE’s delivery will cover the needs of 1000 Ports Authority staff, Port Police, Revenue Authority 
staff, Port health staff and sustain them for 120 days. The 1000 staff were prioritised as they are the first 
responders and most vulnerable dealing with port health, first aiders and handling of cargo as it arrives.  
The PPE’s include hand sanitisers, liquid disinfectant, infrared thermometer, full protective coveralls, face 
masks, gloves and face shields. 

The delivery to the Port of Djibouti is critical and strategic as the port is the main entry point into the Horn 
of Africa serving Ethiopia, Somaliland and South Sudan. 

The equipment presented today will enhance the safety and working condition of front-line workers in key 
borders, which are critical arteries of trade in and out of Djibouti and her neighbours. Among the borders 
where the PPE will be distributed is Galafi.  

Rossella Monti, Senior Project Manager, UNOPS Programme Management Unit - EU-IGAD COVID-19 
Response, noted UNOPS role in mitigating the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic in Djibouti. 

"Under this EU-IGAD COVID-19 Response programme, we support safe trade in Djibouti by mitigating the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in cross-border areas and protecting the health and well-being of 
frontline workers in border areas." 

TradeMark East Africa Country Director for Djibouti Sjoerd Visser underscored the need for the country to 
safeguard and boost her trade and economy amidst efforts to contain the Corona Pandemic  

 “What we have learned through this crisis is that quick action to protect the people at the front line of 
the ensuring critical supplies still reach where they are needed most is important; that coordinated action 
at the regional level is possible and that the pandemic could accelerate regional integration. It has revealed 
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the important part that trade facilitation plays in times of crisis and especially in ensuring that producers 
still access markets and that essential supplies like food and medicine reach consumers. This crisis has 
magnified the importance of trade in ordinary development.” 

The TMEA Country Director further revealed that the equipment donated today is part of the EU-IGAD 
Covid-19 Response Programme funded by the EU, managed by UNOPS and coordinated by IGAD and 
implemented by TMEA, IOM, GIZ, UNICEF and UNOPS. The programme seeks to ensure regional 
economies continue to trade in a safe way, while curbing cross-border infections. 

Note to the Editor 

For more information, please speak to; 

Sjoerd Visser 
TMEA Djibouti Country Director 
Email address: sjoerd.visser@trademarkea.com  
 

About TradeMark East Africa 

TradeMark East Africa is an aid-for-trade organisation that was established in 2010, with the aim of 
growing prosperity in East Africa through increased trade. TMEA operates on a not-for-profit basis and is 
funded by the development agencies of the following countries: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, United Kingdom, United States of America as well as the European Union. 
TMEA has its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, with successful operations and offices in EAC-Arusha, 
Burundi (Bujumbura), Tanzania (Dar es Salaam), Democratic Republic of Congo (Bukavu), Ethiopia 
(Addis-Ababa), Malawi, Zambia, South Sudan, Uganda (Kampala) and Rwanda (Kigali).   
For more information, please visit our website www.trademarkea.com  
 

About EU-IGAD Covid 19 Response Programme 

The EU-IGAD COVID-19 Response programme is mitigating the health and socioeconomic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic by providing coordinated, coherent, and  comprehensive actions across the IGAD 
region.   
 
Funded by the European Union, managed by UNOPS and implemented by IGAD, IOM, UNICEF and 
TMEA, the programme is enhancing IGAD’s capacity to coordinate national responses, increasing access 
to health and WASH services for vulnerable groups, mitigating gender-based violence, improving 
community engagement, ensuring borders and critical supply chains are safe for trade and promoting 
digital solutions to monitor the pandemic. The digital component is managed by GIZ. 
For more information, please visit our website www.euigadcovid19response.com    
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