TRADE
MARK

EAST AFRICA

Growing Prosperity Through Trade

Press Release

09" September 2022

246 Clearing Freight Forwarders in Kigali attain East Africa Customs
and Freight Forwarding Practising Certificate (EACFFFPC)

09* Sept. Kigali: Two hundred and forty-six (246) Clearing and freight forwarding
professionals have today attained the East Africa Customs and Freight Forwarding Practising
Certificate in a colourful graduation ceremony held in Kigali Rwanda.

The professional course, offered under the apex freight body, Federation of East African
Freight Forwarders Association (FEAFFA) in collaboration with East African Revenue
Authorities and the EAC Directorate of Customs and with financial support from TradeMark
East Africa, aims at cutting down transport and logistics costs as well as cargo-time along key
trade corridors, which constitute a significant part of trade costs in the region. Equipping
freight logistics industry professionals with the necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes
enable them to clear cargo more efficiently and effectively.

In Rwanda, the course is managed in a partnership with the Rwanda Revenue Authority and
the Rwanda Freight Forwarders Association under supervision of the National Curriculum
Implementation Committee (NCIC). EACFFPC was adopted as an East African Community
course as an intervention under our private sector logistics programme implemented by the
Federation of East African Freight Forwarders Associations (FEAFFA).

Speaking during the graduation ceremony the Chief Guest, Rwanda Revenue Authority
Commissioner of Custom Services Felicien Mwumvaneza hailed the course as a great trade
enabler for the region as well as enhancing prospects for professionals in the industry. “The
certification opens doors for advancement in multiple sectors, including RRA functions, private
sector within Rwanda and the region. | believe you will take advantage of these opportunities”
said Mwumvaneza.

Congratulating the graduating cohort, TradeMark East Africa Rwanda Programme Manager,
David Butera, lauded the growing capacity of clearing and freight forwarding professionals in
the country as key to enhancing movement of both raw materials and finished goods “As a
land-linked country, efficient movement of cargo along regional corridors is of great
importance to Rwanda’s economy. The certification programme improves professionalism in
the sector, thereby enhancing access and competitiveness of Rwandan goods. This important
programme fits well within TMEA mandate of growing prosperity in the region through trade”
said Butera
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To date FEAFFA has over 7,000 graduates of this programme including approximately 1,200
from Rwanda. The apex professional body believes by technically equipping clearing agents,
it will cause a ripple effect on excellence in service delivery, trade facilitation and
maximization of tax revenue for national development.
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For interviews contacts speak to Kaara Wainaina, Communication Manager at TradeMark East
Africa on email address Kaara.Wainaina@trademarkea.com

About TradeMark East Africa

TradeMark (Trade and Markets) East Africa is an aid-for-trade organisation that was
established in 2010, with the aim of growing prosperity in East Africa through increased trade.
TMEA operates on a not-for-profit basis and is funded by the development agencies of the
following countries: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway,
United Kingdom, United States of America as well as the European Union. TMEA works closely
with Regional Intergovernmental Organisations, like the East Africa Community, national
governments, the private sector, and civil society organisations. The first phase of TMEA
(2010-2017) delivered results which contributed to gains in East Africa’s trade and regional
integration in terms of reduced cargo transit times, improved border efficiency, and reduced
barriers to trade. TMEA has its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, with operations and offices
in EAC-Arusha, Burundi (Bujumbura), Tanzania (Dar es Salaam), Democratic Republic of Congo
(Bukavu), Ethiopia (Addis-Ababa), Malawi, Zambia, South Sudan, Uganda (Kampala) and
Rwanda (Kigali). To find out more, please visit our website www.trademarkea.com
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